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The Ides of March:

2021 Inaugural Print Competition:
Black and White + One!

Color, Global Manipulations only.

It’s All in the (Bl

By Tony D. Lilles

Evan Grabador’s striking Blue Eyed boy (or
girl) must’ve captivated everyone who has seen it. It is
reminiscent of the 1984 Afghan girl, Sharbat Gula,
immortalized and revisited in Nat Geo Magazine’s
front cover by legendary photographer Steve
McCurry. As the highest scoring entry for this
so-called controversial competition which is a re-hash
of a past landmark, explosive theme title, Evan
captured “the story-telling in a creative level” that
judge Neil Bengzon was looking for. This was only
one of the few entries of a close portrait among the 76
entries for this competition. For judge Rommel
Ignacio, this “human connection” enabled the
photographer to “capture the concept” of the “theme
in a creative level” expected from a Club such as ours.
Since this is the first print competition in two years,
the judges “respected all the entries, the
photographers’ efforts and took the time to score
them” said this judge, on behalf of all the three of
scorers. Judge Val Bunao even declared his
heightened focus on his “effort” because this was the
first time he had ventured out in public since the
pandemic began. It really must have been a feast for
the eyes.

We are happy for the consistent participation of
Mark Burgos who is in second place. He is really
digging up in his bodega as we all should be doing.
“Red wore his Camel’s back™ “Roses are Red...” as
well for Manolo Roxas’ third top scoring photo.

1st Grabador, Evan
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Stephen Valera’s kids in a temple are also in the same

color, making Red the dominant favorite while placing
4th in top photo. Only Juni Samson’s Yellow-bellied
Whistler or Black-naped Oriole bird adds the third
highlighted color to make the top 5.

It’s almost a different set of winners for the
Photographers of the Month category which is highly
unusual. This shows the diversity of the subjects and
their scores. Fred del Rosario, for example, still
becomes photographer of the month in Ist place by
having his 2 entries place 8th and 14"! President Bob
Sison becomes 2nd overall by his entries placing 9™
and 29" EJ Lagrimas is in third best photographer by
placing 11" and 27" in his 2 entries.

It should also be put here for the record that
having at least 1 monthly competition in print allows
us to have a “wallable”, exhibit-ready print to at least
represent or commemorate 202 1.

Finally, one would imagine an impending
shuffle in the Master Cup standings this month, so I
think its worthy to highlight that its present leaders
Erikk Cruz and Evan Grabador are still at the top
partly because they finished strong by placing 5% and
4™ as top photographers this month!

www.cameraclubph.com
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